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who has the conduct of a great national war. " The leaders of the contending parties, though they may be admired by one half of their fellow-citizens, are commonly execrated by the other. Their characters and the merit of their respective services appear commonly more than doubtful. The glory which is acquired by foreign war is upon this account almost always more pure and more splendid than that which can be acquired in civil faction/'1 " The hero who serves his country successfully in foreign war gratifies the wishes of the whole nation, and is on that account the object of universal gratitude and. admiration."
It must not be supposed, however, that the nationalism of Adam Smith was mainly dominated by ideas of territorial expansion and military glory. In this very chapter,2 which gives his final views on national policy, we are told that the leader of a political party may sometimes render to his country a service much more essential and important than the greatest victories and the most extensive conquests. "Ho may re-establish and improve the constitution, and from the very doubtful and ambiguous character of the leader of a party he may assume the greatest and noblest of all characters, that of the reformer and legislator of a great state; and by the wisdom of his institutions secure the internal tranquillity and-happiness of his fellow-citizens for many succeeding generations."
1 Moral Sentiments, part vL section ii. chap. ii.    See also chap. iii. on '* Self Command."                                               * Ibid.